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Editorial
This, the 52nd issue of Lucerna, starts with some all
important notices about membership subscriptions and
the next two RFG Conferences this Spring and Autumn.
We also congratulate the recipient (Philip Smither) of
the latest RFG Grant.
The bulk of this edition consists of a series of pieces
beginning with Adam Parker’s reappraisal of the Trier
bowl at Yorkshire Museum followed by Martin Dearne’s
discussion of a harness mount from Cambridgeshire
and, after Roger Tomlin’s latest book on the London
writing tablets featured in the last issue, David Sherlock’s
discussion of further classical and medieval literary
sources.
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We look forward to working together to bring you all the
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RFG Grant Awarded to Philip Smither
(University of Kent)
The latest Roman Finds Group Grant was awarded to
Philip Smither who was awarded £100 to help with
costs towards publication illustrations on weighing
equipment from Roman Britain. Philip’s work has been
a regular feature of RFG publications over the past year
in both Lucerna and his new RFG Datasheet that comes
with this issue. We extend our congratulations to Philip
and look forward to seeing how his research progresses.
Further information about how to apply for RFG grants
is provided below, on the RFG website, or by contacting
Stephen Greep, Chairman of the Grants subcommittee.
The deadline for the next round of submissions is the
1st April 2017.

Membership Benefits
The objectives of the RFG are to promote the study,
research, publication, teaching and conservation of the
material culture of Roman Britain. Membership of the
Front cover image: Side view of the bowl from Trier (YORYM:
2010.324) ©York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum). See p. 5.
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RFG will entitle individuals to:

Conferences are only available to paid-up members. If
we do not hear from you after two reminders, we shall
have to assume that you no longer wish to belong to the
group – and we would be very sorry to lose you!

• Two copies of our Newsletter, Lucerna, each year.
• Access to our Roman finds datasheets.

If you have sent us your email address but are not
receiving RFG emails, this means that the email address
has failed, either because it has changed or we cannot
read it. If you would like to receive RFG emails and are
not receiving them, please email Angela at awardle@
waitrose.com and she will update our records. Also,
please, please, let us know if you change your address.

• Full access to the website (www.romanfindsgroup.
org.uk) and twitter feeds, including the members
only section which includes access to recent copies of
Lucerna. The website has been developed to include
access to Lucerna and Datasheets and to include finds
catalogues and other finds-related works which are
currently out-of-print as pdfs.

Jenny Hall, RFG Treasurer
Angela Wardle, Membership Secretary

• Reduced fees to our twice-yearly meetings, held in
the spring (typically a two day meeting) and autumn of
each year.

Follow the Roman Finds Group Online

• Free/reduced entrance to major finds-related
exhibitions, where this can be negotiated.

Twitter (https://twitter.com/romanfindsgrp)

• Discounts on finds-related books, or pre-publication
offers, where these can be negotiated.

Our Roman Finds Group Twitter feed continues
to go from strength to strength. We regularly post
photographs, news items and links that may interest
people with a passion for Roman objects, as well as
sharing up-to-date information on the group. We
post live-tweets from our conferences under the
hashtags #rfg2017 #rfg2016 #rfg2015 etc., so that
people from across the world can attend ‘virtually’. We
recently welcomed our 1391st follower! Do join us! @
RomanFindsGrp

• Access to small grants to help with small finds research.
These grants are available to individual, fully paid-up,
members and will be awarded for applications seeking
to support our objectives e.g. publication drawings and
maps or travel to museums for object research. Special
consideration is given to articles offered to Lucerna.
£1,000 is available each year (reviewable). Details on how
to apply are on our website (www.romanfindsgroup.org.
uk).

Website (www.romanfindsgroup.org.uk)

• Access, through the website, to educational films
promoting the importance of finds research. Specialists
talk about identifying different materials and objects
in a series of films that might ultimately be themed
around the chapters of Artefacts in Roman Britain or
Nina Crummy’s object categories.

All of our tweets also appear in a scrolling feed on
every page of our recently-revamped website www.
romanfindsgroup.org.uk, which contains more information, as well as some beautiful images. Our new
website is now fully operational and has been designed
to work well on mobile phones, tablets and on desktop
browsers. All Members of the Roman Finds Group may
log into the new website and view extra resources that
are exclusive to Members of RFG. These include the
latest four editions of Lucerna, the collection of Roman
Finds Group Datasheets, and a link to allow Members
to download a facsimile of Manning’s 1985 Catalogue
of the Romano-British Iron Tools, Fittings and Weapons in
the British Museum, a cornerstone of Roman small finds
study, and now out of print. As Jenny Hall wrote in
Lucerna 48, we have ambitions for this to become the
central source for Roman finds; we are working to scan
and host out-of-print finds catalogues, and to compile
and maintain a detailed bibliography. Watch this space
too for news on our forthcoming programme of short
films on Roman finds!

• Group payment for individual RFG members to
Instrumentum, the European bi-annual magazine.
Join through RFG to receive four years’ worth of
Instrumentum membership for three years payment.
In addition the RFG will absorb the conversion fee in
a bulk payment on your behalf. The next renewal date
is 2016 and the cost for Instrumentum membership is
currently 90 Euros for 4 years. Members will be notified
by email, in Lucerna and on the website when the next
renewal is due.
• Help us increase the Romano-British presence
amongst a wider European small finds community e.g.
by the provision of extra entries and links to objects in
the Instrumentum/Artefacts website.

Nicola Hembrey, RFG Communications Secretary

Membership Subscriptions Now Due
RFG Membership subscriptions payments are now due,
with these costing just £12 for single and £15 for joint
membership. Thank you to everyone who has already
paid the subscription for 2017, either by cheque, BACS
or standing order. Cheques should be made out to The
Roman Finds Group and sent to: 1 Stebbing Farm,
Fishers Green, Stevenage, Herts, SG1 2JB. Alternatively,
please ask Angela for her bank details if you would like
to make a direct payment. Please also make sure that
you update your existing standing orders if necessary.
Do remember that the preferential rate for the RFG’s

RFG Grants
A series of small grants are available from the Roman
Finds Group to all fully paid-up members. The annual
grant cycle will run from January 1st. Applications may
be made at any time, but they will be reviewed and
assessed on 1st April, 1st September and 1st December.
The RFG has a target annual grant fund of £1,000,
although this will be reviewed each year in light of
available funds and demand.
2
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undergraduate or graduate student, seasoned academic
or hobbyist, the Roman Finds Group is keen to publish
new and continuing research on Roman material
culture to help inform others of ongoing work and
forge valuable links between fellow members with
skills, knowledge and expertise in the same field. As
well as fuller research articles, we would be particularly
interested to hear about any old or new discoveries
anyone is happy to share, as well as any mystery objects
that need identifying. On the other hand, perhaps
you’re part way through your research and looking for
a way to present some preliminary results or a short
summary outlining your ongoing studies? Whatever
the case, please don’t hesitate - we would be delighted
to hear from you!

Grants will be awarded against any area of the Group’s
objectives (to promote the study, research, publication,
teaching and conservation of the material culture of
Roman Britain) but applications must be very clear as
to which of these objectives are being applied.
There is no specific application form, but the following
details are essential:
• Name, address and institution (where applicable)
including email address.
• Date of application – we will normally provide
assessments and awards of applications within a six
week period.

If you wish to participate, all contributions should be sent
as attachments via e-mail to Matthew Fittock (Lucerna
Editor) at m.g.fittock@pgr.reading.ac.uk. Submissions
must be word-processed on Microsoft Word or an
equivalent. The main article should include text only,
with the paper title and author’s name at the beginning
and a full bibliography followed by contact details at the
end, with no images but full reference to figures. The
document should be single spaced with a full return in
between each paragraph. All images should be provided
as individual TIFF files at a minimum of 300 dpi, and
all line-art as individual TIFF files at 1200 dpi, with
captions in a separate document. Images in colour will
appear in black and white in print and colour online.
Tables must also be provided in a separate Microsoft
Excel file with appropriate captions. There is no strict
word limit but longer articles should be no more than
5000 words, excluding the bibliography. Submissions
can be made at any time during the year: no later than
the end of November for a January release and the end
of June for the July edition, but please contact the editor
in advance if you wish to discuss scheduling.

• Amount requested, other grants applied for and total
amount of project. It will not be normal for RFG to fund
an individual project to 100%.
• Details of the project and how it will meet the objectives
of the Roman Finds Group.
• If it is a project leading to a publication where is
the intended publication? Priority will be given to
contributions for Lucerna.
• Confirmation of RFG membership and year of joining
(will be checked!).
• A short citation from at least one referee (who does
not need to be a member of RFG).
All applications will be evaluated by a sub group of
three members of the RFG Committee. The committee
reserves the right to seek further referee opinion
and further information where it feels appropriate.
The decision of the grant application ‘subcommittee’
(Stephen Greep, Nicola Hembrey and Sally Worrell)
will be final.

Submissions can be made by post to: Matthew Fittock,
Department of Archaeology, University of Reading,
Whiteknights Box 227, Reading, Berkshire, RG6 6AB.
Articles and images should ideally be provided on CDROM in the aforementioned formats but please get in
touch with the editor prior to submission if this is a
problem.

Applications should be sent to the chairman of the
grants sub group, Stephen Greep (sjgreep@gmail.com).

RFG Datasheets
A plea to all members to share their expertise and
knowledge and contribute a datasheet (or two)! It could
be on a particular find type, an industry or an update
for ongoing research. They can be as short or as long as
you like but all will be a valuable resource to students,
people just starting off in their finds careers and curators
alike.

The RFG Spring Conference 2017
Verulamium and the Romano-British Southeast
Friday April 21st 2017
St Albans
The 2017 RFG Spring Meeting will be kindly hosted by
the Verulamium Museum and will take place in Lecture
Room 2. The RFG would very much like to thank all
those involved with arranging this event.

Gill Dunn is co-ordinating this so please contact her
at the address below if you are interested in writing a
datasheet.
Gill Dunn, Publications Co-ordinator
Historic Environment Service
27 Grosvenor Street
Chester, Cheshire, CH1 2DD
gill.dunn@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

The conference comprises three sessions of papers
with ten talks covering various aspects of finds from
Verulamium and the Romano–British Southeast
and is an excellent opportunity to hear about recent
finds and research in this region. A quick-fire session
entitled ‘Small Finds, Short Papers’ including three ten
minute talks will take place. If you would like to display
a research poster covering any artefact type please
contact the organising committee.

Notes for Contributors
Contributions to Lucerna from members and nonmembers are always welcome. Whether you’re an

Previous RFG meetings in Newcastle, York and Reading
were very popular so early booking is strongly advised.
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The cost of the meeting is £18 for fully paid up RFG
members, £15 for students and £22 for non-members.
Attendance applications can be made by filling out
the enclosed form and returning it with the required
payment to the address stated. Also see the RFG’s
website www.romanfindsgroup.org.uk/meetings for
further information.

How Hertfordshire joined the Roman Empire,
by Isobel Thompson
Religious Paraphernalia. Biography of use and ritual
disposal of priestly regalia in Roman South-East Britain,
by Alessandra Esposito.
We still have available one 30 minute talk and two
quick-fire sessions. If you are currently working on the
Romano- British southeast and would like to share your
work please contact barbarabirley@vindolanda.com.

The admission price includes access to all conference
sessions, finds and poster viewings, tea, coffee, soft
drinks and biscuits as per the conference programme,
and a visit to the Museum during the lunch break.
Confirmed talks include:

The RFG Autumn Conference 2017

The Sandridge hoard, by David Thorold

Finds from Southern and South-Western Britain
20th - 21st October 2017

Verulamium Revealed: recent geophysical surveys of
the Roman town, by Kris Lockyear

Salisbury Museum

The Beginning of the End of Roman Britain –
Probably…? But the End…? Probably Not…the Story of a
Byzantine Coin, by Simon West

As well as our Spring Conference, we also have a date
set for our 2017 Autumn Conference that will be held
at Salisbury Museum on the 20th and 21st October. A
call for papers focussed on finds from southern and
south-western Britain is now open, although shorter
contributions from other areas will also be considered.
If you are interested in sharing your work or would like
any further information about the event, please contact
Stephen Greep (sjgreep@gmail.com) or Jörn Schuster
( j.schuster@smallfinds.org.uk).

Finds from sacred places in the landscape around the
Romano-British town at Baldock, Hertfordshire
by Gill Burleigh
Settlement and Connectivity in the English Channel:
the Isle of Wight and its setting in the Iron Age and
Roman periods, by Stephanie Smith

4
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A Copper-Alloy Bowl with Phallic Decoration from
Trier, in the Collection of the Yorkshire Museum
Adam Parker
The purpose of this short article is to bring a fascinating
object further into the public domain and discuss it in
terms of its unique imagery. A copper alloy bowl in the
collection of the Yorkshire Museum (YORYM: 2010.324)
has, since 2010, been displayed in the entrance hall
of the museum; a factor that has yet gained it no
additional attention in an academic capacity. This short
contribution adds to a scheme of research undertaken
by the author into the use of phallic imagery in an
apotropaic fashion (Parker 2015; Parker & Ross 2016;
Parker forthcoming and in prep) as part of an ongoing
PhD project with the Open University investigating the
archaeology of magic in Roman Britain.

incision, surrounded by an irregular series of radially
incised lines - stylistically we might categorise these
as either ‘vulvate’ or ‘evil-eye-esque’. The space on the
rim between each pair of projections is filled with a
stylised double-phallus projection, upturned at either
end (four pairs in total, one half of one pair is missing).
Anatomically, the phallus is simple and represented by a
circular-sectioned shaft with a glans added through the
addition of a single diagonal incision. A pair of testes in
low relief is evident at the base of the two shafts, divided
between the two phalli by a vertical incision.
The bowl stands to a height of 48mm from foot to rim
with an additional 10mm added by the phalluses. It has
an external diameter of 137mm and a weight of 700g.
The substantial weight of such a small object is, at least
in part, accounted for by the clear reconstruction of
parts of the body, reattachment of parts of the rim to
the bowl and a consolidation of the foot utilising a leadalloy. Macroscopic investigation of the vessel and traces
of lead-alloys suggests that the repairs are modern.
The repairs are added to with strokes of green paint on
parts of the bowl exterior matched with the dark green
patina. The full extent of the antiquarian intervention
in this piece is unclear, but reconstruction is assured.

The bowl is one part of the Edward Hailstone collection,
donated to the Yorkshire Museum in July 1882. The
collection of antiquities is comprised of “some fifty
stone and bronze implements of the prehistoric
era, numerous specimens of Roman, Etruscan, and
English Pottery etc.” (YPS 1883, 9-10) and thus formed
a somewhat typical collection of a nineteenth century
gentleman interested in the ancient world. Hailstone
donated a number of objects from Trier including, “a
torch-stand, two vessels, and a Lamp, from Trier, all of
bronze and of Roman work...and two charms against
the Evil Eye from Trier” (YPS 1883, 29).

Discussion

Description

This short article does not intend to offer a full overview
of the potential apotropaic functions of phallic imagery,
merely to help contextualise the imagery evident in this
bowl. A caveat to this is that, given the unusual nature
of this object, much of the discussion unfortunately
remains conjectural.

The copper alloy vessel in question is a hemispherical
bowl with a thick, plain, flattened rim (figs. 1-2). The
exterior sides of the bowl are fluted in the manner
of scallop-shell decoration and taper from the rim
to the base, the interior follows a smooth curve. A
squat ring foot is evident on the base. The objects of
interest with this bowl are the conspicuous addition
of a repeating series of figures along the rim of the
bowl. Moulded into the rim are a series of eight short,
rounded vertical projections grouped in pairs at equal
distances around the rim; the reverse and sides of these
are flat, but the exterior facing sides are moulded (and
hand-finished) with a central, vertical, oblanceolate

The Phallic Image
As an introduction to the topic it can be stated that using
the phallus as part of an artistic tradition is a Roman
import into most of north-western Europe (Plouviez
2005, 161). Phallic imagery is a common feature across

Fig. 1. (above) Side view of the bowl ©York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum).
Fig. 2. (right) Top view of the bowl ©York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum).
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the form of a bird (PAS: BH-291876; SF-1D5C52;
NMS-C79645; Crummy 1983, No. 4268) but in nothing
like the quantity visible on the Trier bowl. Phallic
images (and sexual scenes) do occur on ceramic vessels
in the Roman period, but feature on the exterior of the
body and usually in barbotine (e.g. pedestal beaker with
barbotine decoration in the British Museum, Acc: 1985,
0201.1189; Johns 1982, figs. 78-80), but both the position
and quantity of the phalli represented on this copper
alloy example is a point of particular interest.
A further phallic feature of this bowl is visible on the
underside of the pedestal foot (fig. 3). This polyphallic
image is now somewhat weathered in comparison to
the other surviving images on the bowl. The image, set
within the roundel of the foot, depicts a complicated
phallic image. A central zoomorphic phallus, depicted
with legs and horns, faces left. It has a secondary phallus
projecting below it and its tail takes the form of a third.
A rider, wearing a tunic, is visible standing on its back
and holds a rein or whip towards on the phallic tail.
Bulbous projections behind the legs and below the
secondary left-facing phallus are harder to interpret.
Fortunately, a near exact parallel for the content of
this image is known from Suffolk and is now in the
collection of the Moyses Hall Museum (Plouviez 2005,
No. 1.08). Plouviez’s interpretation of the projections
on the Suffolk example is that they are feet, or cloven
hooves and the same is true of the Trier example. The
secondary phallus appears to have a pair of testes at
its mid-point rather than another foot. A good parallel
for the zoomorphic polyphallic beast (although absent
of rider) is a copper alloy tintinnabulum in the British
Museum from Pompeii (fig. 4) of which there is a near
identical example from Trier ( Johns 1982, fig. 52). A
carving on stone from Long Bennington, Lincolnshire,
does depict a rider sitting atop a zoomorphic phallic
beast (Moore 1975).

Fig. 3. The phallic decoration on the base depicting
left-facing zoomorphic phallus with wings and horns,
a secondary phallus, phallic tail and rider
©York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum).
the Roman world with the apotropaic use of male
genitals being somewhat facilitated by the fact they
are easy to represent in a simple and stylised form and
recognisable when divorced from the rest of the body
( Johns 1982, 61). A possible humorous aspect to such
things cannot be disproven, especially given the lack of
context in this instance.
The polyphallic image is elsewhere well attested across
the Roman world, often incorporating a secondary
ithyphallic phallus projecting from a macrophallus
on amulets (Plouviez 2005, 1.08 and 1.10), tintinnabula
(Blazquez 1985), and even Priapic wall paintings (Clarke
1998, 200). Direct comparisons for the bowl are difficult
to account for given the variability in material, form,
and finishing of the material evidence, though some
‘dual-ended phallus’ forms include a squat copperalloy pendant from Aquileia (Artefacts: AMP-4033)
copper alloy amulets from Baetica (Pozo 2002, Nos. 4751) and a gold example, complete with hooked-chain,
in the British Museum ( Johns 1982, pl.10). Dual-ended,
curving phalli are evident on antler roundels from
Nijmegen (Greep 1994, Nos. 173-175), Mainz (Greep
1994, Nos. 164-166), and Cologne (Greep 1994, No. 153).
The latter of which is the only example to also include
a representation of female genitalia. Curved metal
lunulae have been interpreted as representing phallic
images (Crummy 1983, No. 4288) and are known from
child and infant graves (Dasen 2003, 286). Variants of the
‘dual-end’ form often combine one of the phalli instead
with a clenched fist making the manus fica gesture; the
combination of these images comes from the Imperial
period and has a strong military association (Greep
1983, 139-140; Deschler-Erb & Božič 2002, 39). Such
‘fist-and-phallus’ amulets are known from across northwestern Roman contexts (Unz & Deschler-Erb 1997;
Pozo 2002; Parker 2015) - no evidence of this variant is
visible on the Trier bowl.

Vulva or Evil Eye?
The combination of phallic and vulvate decoration
is quite evident in the Roman world, particularly
in triplicate with either two phalluses or a fist and

The double-phallus evident is not, in itself, unusual in
form. The unusual aspect of this is its positioning on
the rim of the bowl. Rim decoration on metal bowls is
certainly unusual – one type of decoration occurring
on copper alloy vessel rims and lids in Britain takes

Fig. 4. Zoomorphic and polyphallic
tintinnabulum from Pompeii
© Trustees of the British Museum
[CC BY-NC-SA 4.0].
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phallus on amulets (Unz & Deschler-Erb 1997) and
harness pendants (variants on Bishop 1988, type 8l with
vulvate moulding, e.g. PAS: NLM863), though vulvate
decoration is much less common on its own ( Johns
1982, 73-4). The difficulty in attribution is borne out of
the similarities in stylised depictions of eye and vulva;
both are shown in an oval panel with an elliptical central
decoration. This ambiguity has been well discussed
by Catherine Johns (1982, 73), though no conclusive
method of attribution yet exists.

presuming that it is actually from excavations in Trier
and not an object brought in solely for private auction.
Flaccid phalli are a feature only of the Republican and
very early Imperial periods (Deschler-Erb & Božič
2002), but ithyphallic versions are visible throughout
both. Combined fist-and-phallus forms, similar in
execution to the dual-phallus, are generally first or
second century in date (Eckardt 2014, 161; Parker 2015).
The attribution of this bowl to any particular phase of
the Roman period is currently not possible, even at a
conjectural phase. In Britain, secure dates for carved
images from the early second century to the mid-4th
century (Parker, in prep) show the chronological range
of the use of the image.

Stylistically, the Trier bowl projections are surrounded
by a series of incised radial lines, which might be better
attributed to the depiction of an iris than anything
anatomically female. An eye surrounded by radial
lines does also have a modern parallel with the PostMedieval ‘Eye of Providence’ image from the Christian
iconographic tradition.

A Functional Vessel?
Complete copper alloy bowls are not commonly
found in Roman archaeology, because of the fastidious
recycling of prized metal objects (Mould 2011, 162),
complete examples occurring mainly as grave goods
(ibid.). The analysis of vessel types used in the cemetery
of Brougham, Cumbria showed that at least 34 vessels
had been placed on a funeral pyre as part of a cremation
burial, whereas only one was included complete as an
inhumation grave good; itself an “antique” by the time
it was deposited (Cool 2004, 378-9).

The circumstantial identification of the projections
as ‘evil-eye-esque’ raises further issues. Firstly, the
multiplication of the evil eye is not a well established
artistic style; it is a singular concept and we might thus
question this interpretation on this basis. Secondly,
the evil eye can be depicted in multiple ways, altering
the narrative of the scene. The evil eye is the Roman
personficiation of ‘bad luck’ and is rightly feared and
respected (Pliny, Nat. Hist. 7.2; Plutarch Quaes. Conv.
5.7.2). The most common depiction of the eye in
combination with phalli is when it is under attack as
part of the ‘all suffering eye‘, for example on a mosaic
from the ‘House of the Evil Eye’ at Antioch (Clarke
2009), a gold earring from Norfolk (Worrell & Pearce
2014, No. 20, fig. 20), and a carved stone relief from
Leptis Magna ( Johns 1982, fig. 77) – all these examples
include a phallus as one of the enemies of the evil eye.
More specifically, the ‘phallus attacking the evil’ topos
can be seen throughout the Roman period. The scene is
depicted, primarily, on stone phallic carvings (Coulston
& Phillips 1988, No. 407; Parker & Ross 2016; Parker
forthcoming), but it can be used in other media – a
first century BC terracotta figure depicts two humanoid
phalluses sawing an evil eye in half ( Johns 1982, fig. 51).
The issue of this narrative was best described by Johns
(1982, 66): “It is often completely ambiguous in cases
where both eyes and phallus are represented, whether
the phallus is supposed to be overpowering the Evil
Eye, or whether the eye motif is itself performing an
apotropaic function”.

The Trier vessel form has stylistic parallels elsewhere in
north western Europe for its various features, although
an exact parallel has not yet been recorded by the
author. A squat bowl with a plain rim from first century
Pompeii included two paired handles projecting a short
distance above the rim (Tassinari 1993, Type S3200) in
a manner very comparable with the Trier example. A
thin copper alloy bowl from Nijmegen was fluted on
the exterior (Boesterd 1956, 57-8) and a similar type is
known in silver (Artefacts: PHI-4003). A wider fluted
vessel, also in silver, formed part of the fourth century
Mildenhall Treasure (Painter 1977).
No evidence is forthcoming for the metallurgical content
of the bowl, but research on the metallurgical content of
Roman copper alloys generally has shown that a variety
of copper alloys were used in the Roman Empire;
traditional tin bronze, in use in the Mediterranean for
two thousand years already, continued in use but with
increased variation in the exact levels of tin added
(Dungworth 1997, 901-2). In the late first century BC,
bronze was joined by brass (Craddock 1978) and these
materials subsequently mixed to produce ‘gunmetals’

The assumption might be that this is a ‘phallus and
evil’ scene offers the best interpretation of what exactly
is going on with the decoration. However, alternate
interpretations of this as a ‘phallus attacking the evil eye’
scene, or a ‘phallus and vulva’ scene cannot be entirely
ruled out. Each ithyphallic phallus is pointing towards
a projection, perhaps lending weight to the ‘attacking’
narrative, but the multiplication of all elements in the
scene confuses this somewhat. The link is somewhat
circumstantial now, but it is interesting to note that the
collector, Edward Hailstone, also collected two ceramic
eyes from Trier (YORYM: 2010. 549, fig. 5), considering
them to serve an amuletic rather than votive function,
and donated them alongside this vessel in 1883 (YPS
1883, 29).
Dating

Fig. 5. Ceramic eye charm from the Hailstone Collection
in the Yorkshire Museum (YORYM: 2010.549)
©York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum).

Possible dating of this object is, perhaps, the most
problematic aspect of it. The imagery is certainly
Roman. Its location at Trier suggests Imperial period,
7
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(Dungworth 1997, 901-2). The Trier bowl is oxidised to a
dark green patina throughout.
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Dungworth, D. 1997. ‘Roman Copper Alloys: Analysis
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The question of how this bowl was physically interacted
with remains open-ended. Given the existence of a
great number of projections on the rim of the vessel,
we are forced to consider its use as a service or storage
vessel containing foodstuff which is physically removed
by hand or utensil.
It is, perhaps, a soft conclusion to leave the discussion
of this object entirely open ended, but the lack of clear
comparisons somewhat forces this. It can, at least, be
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would be very interested in hearing of these.
Assistant Curator of Archaeology,
Yorkshire Museum & PhD Student (Open University)
adam.parker@ymt.org.uk
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A Crossed Line:
A Slightly Different (?Military) Harness Mount
Martin J. Dearne
edges of the boss. It was recovered by a casual metal
detectorist ‘from between Bassingbourne and Meldreth,
Cambridgeshire’ and passed to the author along with
other material for identification and reporting to the
PAS in 2016.

Hexagonal presumed horse harness mounts with oval
bosses marked by a deep medial groove are known
from a number of sites that strongly suggest that they
were in use by the military, even if not necessarily
exclusively. Examples may be cited from e.g. South
Shields (Allason-Jones & Miket 1984, 237, Nos. 3.8701), Chesters, South Ferriby, Colchester, Saalburg and
Newstead (cited therein); Brough-on-Humber (Wacher
1969, 89, No. 19); and Dalton Parlours (Wrathmell &
Nicholson 1990, 86, No. 27). The same basic form is also
known with an integral suspension loop to the marginal
plate, presumably for a pendant, from, for example,
Saham Toney (Brown 1986, 44, No. 199; and cf. AllasonJones & Miket op cit). Thus, they probably formed sets
with several of the mounts along a strap and single ones
with pendants at intervals or points such as the horse’s
neck.

There is no reason to suggest that the ‘cross’ had any
symbolic value (though it does question whether the
single grooved form had one as Brown (op cit) implied)
and it is likely that it just increased the number of
surfaces light was reflected from, making the mount
more attractive, especially if it was white metal plated.
Bibliography
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Fig. 6. Oval Mount (1:1). Credit Neil Pinchbeck.
The subject of this brief note (fig. 6) is one of the former,
but is the first example of the type known to the author
to carry a second groove forming a cross on the boss
and he would be interested in hearing from anyone
who knows of other examples of this variant.
Now approximately oval (length 4.15; width 2.60 cm),
but originally, as some more original edges confirm,
hexagonal (?if slightly asymetrical), the mount has a
central, hollow, raised oval boss with deep medial and
crossing central grooves. Two circular sectioned shanks
with circular terminals are cast on to the back at the
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Mystery Object:
A Gold Plaque in the Yorkshire Museum
Adam Parker
1881 handbook to the Yorkshire Museum but appears
entirely absent from the 1962 RCHME volume on the
city and all subsequent syntheses that I’ve been able to
look at, including RIB.

The images below are of a single object documented
in the Yorkshire Museum in December, which was a
complete unknown to us until I opened the box it was
in (fig. 7). It’s a gold plaque (for want of a better word).
I take it to be gold, but it looks like it has a high copper
content as well. It is elongated with rounded edges,
two perforations and the front face is incised with
the letters FL[.]V There is a crease at the midpoint
which may be from where it was found closed together
and subsequently opened and smoothed. The two
perforations appear to puncture through from the
same direction, suggesting the two ends folded together
encapsulating the text, rather than it being attached as a
single flattened thing.

All the professionals I’ve shown this to have, so far,
been somewhat stumped. To me this thing screams
‘votive’ with the use of gold, folding and piercing
having similarities with Lamellae and votive gold leaves
(of which it is neither), but I’m otherwise no further
forward as to what it actually is. It has possible uses
under the broad umbrella of ‘personal adornment’ and
the 1881 report at least considers its possibility as part
of a Head-dress correlating it with a vague reference to
one from a tomb in Athens.

It’s from the 1874 excavation in York Railway Station,
associated with a female skeleton (no further data) and
a coin of Septimius Severus so at least a secure TPQ
of AD 193 can be suggested. It is referenced in the

Any ideas or parallels please contact Adam Parker,
Assistant Curator of Archaeology, Yorkshire Museum at
adam.parker@ymt.org.uk

Fig. 7. The mystery object. © York Museums Trust (Yorkshire Museum).
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Bringing Writing Tablets to Life
David Sherlock

The short review of Roman London’s First Voices in
Lucerna 51 made me want to borrow the book to see
the extraordinary writings presented there as a result
of Roger Tomlin’s painstaking detective work on the
finds from the Bloomberg excavations. It would not
have been appropriate and nor would there have been
room in such a detailed publication for him to include
a general discussion of writing tablets in antiquity, so
Lucerna readers might like to have some further literary
references not in his introduction which I have noted
over the years, both classical and medieval. Writing
tablets are at least as old as Homer’s Iliad, where in VI
(lines 168-70) there is a reference to graffiti folded into
a wooden tablet and Adam Nicolson’s book, The Mighty
Dead Why Homer Matters (2014, 103), illustrates two
leaves of a box-wood writing tablet of c. 1300 B.C. from
a ship-wreck off Turkey. It is very similar to the tablets
from Roman London.

excavated at Brandon, Suffolk, and are almost identical
to Roman styli (East Anglian Archaeology 151, 2014, 258).
There is a reference to tablets and a stylus in the
Old Testament in 2 Kings 21, V. 13: ‘and I will destroy
Jerusalem like tablets are accustomed to be erased and
in destroying I will turn the stylus and draw it repeatedly
over the surface.’ But this is the Vulgate version, so may
only indicate Jerome’s use of them. Jerome doubtless
knew the Roman phrase vertere stilum, ‘to turn the stylus’
in the sense of using its flat end to erase.
In Quintilian’s Institutio Oratoria, ‘The Orator’s Education’,
there is a passage where he recommends the use of
writing tablets:
‘There are also some minor matters (though nothing
is minor in education!) which we should not pass over.
It is best to write on wax, where it is easiest to erase,
unless weak sight demands the use of parchment
instead; but though this is better for the eyes, it delays
the hand and breaks off the flow of thought, because of
the frequent movement to and fro, wherever the pen
is dipped in the ink. Whichever alternative is adopted,
a blank should be left opposite, giving ample room for
additions. Sometimes lack of space leads to reluctance
to make corrections or, at best, confuses the original
draft when new insertions are made. I do not advise
unduly wide wax tablets, because I knew a young man,
otherwise a good student, who wrote excessively long
pieces, because he measured them by the number
of lines; this fault, which could not be corrected by
repeated warnings, disappeared when his notebook was
changed.’ (Book 10, 31-2, Loeb translation).

Before moving to the Roman period the typically
Herodotean story about writing tablets in the time of
the Persian wars (Histories VII, 239) is worth re-telling.
The exiled Demaratus needed to get a message to the
Spartans that the Persians were going to attack Greece.
Taking a pair of folding tablets he scraped away the wax
and wrote the Persian king’s intent on the wood. Then
he melted the wax back again over the writing so that
the bearer of the tablets might not be troubled by the
Persian guards along the route. When the tablets came to
Sparta the Spartans could not guess their meaning until
at last Gorgo, the king’s daughter and wife of Leonidas,
hero of Thermopylae, discovered the trick for herself
and advised them to scrape the wax off, after which they
would find the writing on the wood. So doing, they read
the message and passed it on to the rest of the Greeks.
Herodotus doubtless found it amusing that the Persians
did not suspect a messenger bearing blank tablets, and
that the trick should have been discovered by a Spartan
who was a woman. Roger Tomlin cites this story after
quoting from a very similar but much later story about
a Carthaginian in Aulus Gellius’ Attic Nights.

Two types of tabulae are implied by Quintilian here:
the small, more common two-leaf type which folded
together to protect the wax, and the larger single tablet.
The former would allow for a ‘facing page’ to be left
blank for additions, as he recommends. The latter
might have looked something like the one which the
dumb Zacharias had requested and holds while he
inscribes Johannes est nomen, beautifully illustrated in
a tenth-century manuscript reproduced on the cover of
The Golden Age of Anglo-Saxon Art (eds. Janet Backhouse,
D. H. Turner & Leslie Webster, British Museum 1984),
in reference to Luke I, V. 63. Luke’s gospel was probably
written in the early second century, coincidentally in
the very years when writing tablets are most prolific at
Vindolanda. It is ironical that in Bowman and Thomas’s
three volumes of Tabulae Vindolandenses there are no
references to either cera (except in a list of medical
supplies), graphium, stylus or tabula; nor are these
words to be found in Roman London’s First Voices.

Suetonius’ Lives of the Caesars has three violent uses
for tablets and styli: a falsely accused Roman knight
hurled a stylus and a set of writing tablets at the face
of the Emperor Claudius. His cheek was badly gashed
(Claudius, Ch. 15). Caligula persuaded the colleagues
of a senator whom he disliked to stab him with their
styli and then to hand him over to be lynched to death
(Caligula, Ch. 28). The most famous reference to any
stylus in antiquity must surely be in the account of the
murder of Julius Caesar. After Casca, one of his assassins,
had plunged a dagger in just below his throat, Caesar
managed to grab his arm and run it through with his
stylus (Caesar, Ch. 82). Centuries later, the reading of
such blood-thirsty tales may have put ideas into the
minds of schoolboys at Malmesbury Abbey where in
A.D. 878 a monk was set upon and killed with these
implements by the boys he was teaching, though we are
not told this was a Latin lesson (Archaeologia 55, 1897,
263)! Saxon styli of about this date have recently been

I finish by quoting two more literary references to
the use of writing tablets illustrating the sort of daily
occasions when these Roman objects might have been
used, even though the examples come from the middle
ages. Eadmer, historian of Canterbury, described
what happened after Archbishop Anselm (1093-1109)
11
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Anselm, like other scholar monks, was in the habit of
carrying writing tablets and stylus suspended from his
belt and able to ask a cleric to copy out what he had
written onto parchment. Indeed Chapter 33 of the
Rule of St Benedict stated that an abbot should supply
his monks with graphium et tabulae. Ordericus Vitalis,
however, transcribed his tablets himself. Born in
Shrewsbury in 1075 he wrote in his Ecclesiastical History:

had written down the thoughts that came to him in a
moment of inspiration during matins:
‘Thinking that others would be glad to know what he
had found he immediately wrote it on writing tablets
which he gave to one of the monks for safe-keeping.
After a few days he asked the monk for them. The place
where they had been put was searched, but they were
not found. The brethren were asked if anyone had
taken them, but in vain… Anselm wrote another draft
on the same topic on other tablets and handed them
over to the same monk for more careful keeping. He
placed them once more by his bed in a more secret
place and the next day, having no suspicion of any
mischance, he found them scattered on the floor beside
his bed and the wax which was on them strewn about in
small pieces. After the tablets had been picked up and
the wax collected, they were taken to Anselm. He pieced
together the wax and recovered the writing, though
with difficulty. Fearing now that by some carelessness
it might altogether be lost, he ordered it in the name
of the Lord to be copied onto parchment…’ (Life of St.
Anselm, Ch. 20, Nelson’s Medieval Texts 1962).

‘Anthony, a monk of Winchester, recently passed this
way with a copy [of his life of St. William] and showed
it to our eager eyes… Since the bearer was in haste to
depart and the winter cold prevented me from holding
a pen, I made a full and accurate abbreviation on wax
tablets and now I gladly copy it out on parchment, so
making known the fame of this valiant marcher lord.’
(Book 6, Ch. 3, Oxford Medieval Texts 1972).
It is easy to transfer scenarios such as these from
medieval England to first-century London on a cold
winter’s day.
davidasherlock@gmail.com
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The Roman Finds Group Autumn Conference:
Town and Country in Southern Britain
The University of Reading, 9th - 10th September 2016
This year’s RFG Autumn Meeting was held in the
University of Reading’s Archaeology Department and
saw a total of twenty talks across five sessions discussing
finds from the town and country in southern Britain.
Session topics included Research at Reading, Roman
London and finds from both the urban and rural south,
not to mention a quick-fire session of 10 minute papers.
A wide range of research posters were also displayed, as
were some of the recent discoveries from the Silchester
excavations. The 80 delegates that attended over the
course of the two days made for an engaging event with
plenty of interest and stimulating discussion. The RFG
would thus like to pass on our thanks to the University
of Reading’s Archaeology Department and all those who
arranged and oversaw our time there. Our next Spring
Conference takes place at St. Albans on April 21st 2017,
and our Autumn Conference on the 20th - 21st October
(see pp. 3-4).

equipment could be interpreted as a badge of military
or administrative status.
Overall, the paper aimed to interrogate what inkwells
‘did’ in Roman society, and how their use related to
expressions of identities and power.
Country life:
results from the Roman Rural Settlement Project
Tom Brindle,
Leverhulme Research Fellow, University of Reading
The Roman Rural Settlement Project is a collaboration
between the Department of Archaeology at the
University of Reading, Cotswold Archaeology and the
Archaeology Data Service. Over the last four years the
project has gathered a huge amount of data. This has
collated finds data from over 3500 excavated RomanoBritish sites, predominantly from recent developerfunded excavations.

Session One – Research at the University of Reading
Writing, power and identity:
the material culture of literacy
Hella Eckardt, University of Reading

These data are examined in terms of their social
distribution. For the purposes of the presentation, Tom
focussed on five principle settlement types: farmsteads,
villas, roadside settlements, villages and military vici
(included as they represent the principle settlement
type in the north and west of the province). Based
on the presence and absence of key artefact types, a
repeated hierarchy of sites was shown, with roadside
settlements dominating followed by villages, vici, villas
and farmsteads, with the exception of textile equipment
which is better represented in villages.

This paper explored the role the bronze inkwell played
in social practice, using examples from across the
Roman Empire.
An initial chronology and typology of bronze inkwells
incorporates a corpus of nearly 500 examples from
across the Roman Empire, dating from 1st century BC
to the 4th century AD. Distribution patterns within
the corpus can be identified. For example, the ‘Noll’
type is shown to be widespread from London, to Italy,
and along the Rhine with few examples in France and
Spain - though this may be a reflection of the published
record rather than an absence of examples. Other types
show a more restricted distribution within the area of
Cologne reaching as far west a Nijmegen.

All site types were considered over time and analysed
for chronological differences. Farmsteads were divided
into three types: open, complex and enclosed. The turn
of the 2nd century sees complex farmsteads overtake
enclosed farmsteads in importance as the enclosed
farms fall out of use or were transformed.
Throughout the period there are regional variations
in the distribution of settlement types with southern
and central regions having better evidence for late Iron
Age and pre-conquest 1st century occupation. Textile
equipment shows complex and enclosed farmsteads
to be better represented. Roadside settlements were
perhaps serving as local markets by the 2nd century
when an increased distribution of Samian ware
and amphorae is seen in the rural areas. Increasing
settlement nucleation leads to a centralisation of
industry, which perhaps included weaving and cloth
production. Changing fashions would also impact the
textile industry and is reflected in the distribution and
changing fashion in brooch types.

Writing equipment is deliberately used to signal high
status identities but is the same true of burial contexts?
By employing a life course approach, selected graves
were examined, considering the age and gender of
those buried with inkwells. 150 examples have been
recovered from graves. These are typically rich with
grave goods and show no consistent patterning in terms
of the placement of the inkwell within the grave.
Wall paintings from Pompeii of women with writing
paraphernalia are traditionally considered to be
aspirational. However, analysis of the data from
funerary contexts revealed more female examples
than expected. Results were differentiated between
those burials sexed on the basis of the grave goods and
those from the skeletal remains. Literacy in childhood
was also considered with one example of a juvenile
grave, a male aged between 11-13 years, where writing

The first publication of the results is now available,
with the finds and environmental data online at: http://
archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/romangl/
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A girl’s best friend: the role of hairpins in defining
female identity in Roman London
Carolina Rangel de Lima, University of Reading
Roman hairpins are common Roman small finds, but are
rarely studied in depth. This research project engaged
with the archaeological material from a specific region
to examine the role of hairpins in defining female
identity in Roman London.
Hairpins are one of the more common finds at Roman
sites; they are made of bone, metal, jet and glass. The
LAARC (London Archaeological Archive and Research
Centre) collection holds over 1500 hairpins, of which
1300 are made of bone. Each pin was assigned to a
typology based on Crummy (1983) and Greep (1983).
An initial distinction was made between examples with
a tapering shaft (Type A) and those with swelling shafts
(Type B), with a number of sub-categories. A possible
local type was also identified, which has a long straight
parallel shaft with cylindrical head.

Fig. 8. Index finger, left hand: Graves with rings in situ on
the hand show us how finger-rings were worn. From Atkins,
R. 2011. Beaker Pits and a probable mortuary enclosure on
land off Stirling Way, near Witchford, Ely, Proceedings of
the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 100, 47-65, fig. 7.

The hairpins were analysed for traces of re-use and resharpening, which was found to be evidenced across all
types. Metric analyses showed there to be less variation
in size in the Type B examples.

Examples at the British Museum have been analysed
directly and recorded in terms of metrics, styles and
materials using terminology from modern jewellery
manufacture to record details (i.e. bezel, head,
shoulders). Consideration is given as to how the rings
were worn, on which digit (including toes) and on which
hand.

After this, a more contextual approach was taken, with
two sites in London chosen for more detailed discussion:
One Poultry and Shadwell. At One Poultry, a well-dated
urban site, most hairpins were recovered from roadside
drains, and associated objects were considered to be
ordinary and not of elite status. Shadwell is a later period
site, including a public bathhouse dating to AD230, and
this site produced 101 hairpins of Type B.

Based on modern data from jewellers, ring-sizes are
generally larger for men and it has been possible to
assign typical genders to different types of rings. For
example, the Brancaster-type, keeled and signet rings
are generally found to be larger than the female average
and can therefore could be considered to be typically
male, whereas the diamond, faceted, plain, pronged
and relief-expanded rings are below the male average
sizes and therefore likely to be female styles.

The evidence points to mass production of the items
with some domestic work involved in the re-sharpening
of pins and some local reproduction of types. Overall,
the typology is successive in categorising the material
and highlights a marked change in the style of pins over
time.

Analysing data from 130 graves, those with rings are
found to be predominantly female, with more examples
found to have been worn at the time of burial than not.
There are a number of individuals with more than one
ring on the same finger and one individual with seven
rings, all worn on the left hand.
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Sara Wilson
Session Two – Finds from Urban Southern Britain

Ringing the changes:
the social significance of finger-rings in Roman Britain
John Ford, University of Reading

Funerary object-scapes in the Roman West
Martin Pitts, University of Exeter

This research explored the different ways in which
finger-rings (fig. 8) were ‘used’ within Romano-British
society. The analysis incorporates rings of all types,
materials and settings, and will ultimately include in
excess of 4000 finger-rings, incorporating those in the
British Museum collection, PAS (Portable Antiquities
Scheme) and data from the Roman Rural Settlement
Project.

Martin Pitts, as part of his research, had produced a
database of certain standardised artefacts regularly
found in graves from c.100BC to 100AD. His database
of 3234 graves from the early Roman west was divided
into four periods (697 graves from 100-25 BC; 780
from 25BC- AD40; 984 from AD 40-70 and 773 from
AD 70-100). Graves with two or more objects had been
included and the objects selected were certain types of
pottery, fibulae, coins, glass vessels and weapons.

Unlike some personal ornaments, rings were worn by
men, women, and children, and across the social strata.
Pictorial depictions on wall-paintings and tombstones
show the variety of types and how the finger-rings were
worn.

His paper focussed particularly on the end of the 1st
century BC- early 1st century AD when standardisation
first became apparent on a large scale and to show this,
he compared Southern Britain (looking at Lexden,
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Welwyn and especially the pre-Claudian graves from
King Harry Lane) with the Treveri, Gallia Belgica and
the Rhine area military bases.

AD 49. It was open to attack at the time of the Boudican
revolt. At the Williams & Griffin site, Insula 19 of the
Roman town, a hoard of objects was found in a small
hole scraped into the floor of a house destroyed in
the fire (fig. 9). It included high-quality gold jewellery,
three silver military awards, a bag of coins and an
unusual silver-clad wooden box. The gold and silver
was mangled together and although no fabric survived,
from the shape it had been stored in a bag. There were
also 80 balls of fruit for wall painting, with lentils, peas,
dates and plums from a collapsed wooden shelf. There
was also a bag of coins of 24 denarii, dating from 109/8
BC-AD 14-37, in a highly-corroded state. This is the
largest of only four coin hoards found from Colchester.

Corrrespondence analysis showed that objects placed
in graves in Southern Britain tend to be butt beakers,
pedestal jars and simple early brooches. In the centre
of the correspondence plot, some five graves from all
four regions had butt beakers, Gallo-Belgic plates and
cups - perhaps showing similar rituals and functional
combinations. In the Claudio-Neronian period there
was much more overlap showing the impact of the
Roman Conquest. In the Flavian period all areas were
intermingled, showing more about status than styles of
regional identity. There were some similar patterns but
Britain did diverge to some extent.

There were two containers. The outer one held a small
copper-alloy bulla (something given to boys, girls
were given lunulae). There was also silver jewellery
- an armilla, given as a reward to serving soldiers - it
belonged to a Conquest period type from Eastern
Britain; a unique silver band, that expanded to enable it
to fit, had panthers, deer and a horseman with a central
disc depicting Victory, Jupiter enthroned and Fortuna.
Victory, in particular, was connected with Colchester
(Victricensis). At Pompeii, gold tended to be found with
women and silver and iron with men.

Understanding urban flour supply:
the contribution of millstones and querns
Ruth Shaffrey, Oxford Archaeology
Ruth Shaffrey has built up a database of about 6000
querns from Roman Britain, recording: the number of
quern fragments; the source and origin of the stone;
how they were transported and their social significance.
Querns were used for grinding grain for flour, for
animal feed and brewing.

The inner container consisted of a wooden box encased
in silver foil with ivory feet which contained a glass
intaglio depicting a lactating panther, five finger rings,
four earrings, twisted wire armlets and a silver coin.
Military men acquired nicknames – e.g. eagle or panther
(pantera) and the depiction of a panther may refer to
the owner. The five rings were set out in the box in the
order they had been taken off (they were different sizes,
16-13mm) – three were set with emeralds and one with
a dolphin on the bezel. The jewellery was the height of
fashion for the time.

As case studies, she looked at Ewell in Surrey, Bath and
Cirencester. Ewell had 206 fragments from 17 sites, the
equivalent of 74 rotary querns, five millstones and two
probable millstones. Seven millstones came from the
central and southern part of the town while 56 were
spread across the rest of the town. She concluded that
the concentration of millstones, near the Hogsmill
river, meant that grain was being processed into flour
there while there was a granary in a central area of the
town with multiple corn-driers and the flour supply was
centralised inside the town. An additional comment
was made that Ewell also had ritual shafts and areas
for feasting so a local supply of flour would have been
welcome.

The owner was a Roman citizen who had served in
the military and been recognised with military awards
and may have acquired the nickname ‘pantera’. He was
married and reasonably wealthy.

Bath, by comparison, only had querns from four sites
inside the town while three millstones came from two
external sites. The extramural area north of the town
was near a river crossing and there may have been one
or two mills sited there. Two of the millstones dated
to the 1st-2nd century indicating the early adoption of
water technology. While querns were common in the
area, few millstones indicated centralised processing.
Furthermore, a large religious sanctuary like Bath would
have had different requirements to feed worshippers.

Matt Phelps’ identification of techniques and alloys
showed that 11 examples were of gold and two of silver.
They used surface techniques, no sampling, using
semi-quantative XRF only. The gold was 90-95% gold,

Cirencester had about 53 rotary querns, one millstone
and two possible millstones suggesting there was no
flour processing taking place in the town. In the area,
however, Wanbury had six millstones and 79 querns;
Ashton Keynes 103 querns; Frocester 19 millstones,
45 querns. This indicated that flour, produced outside
Cirencester, was being brought in.
Keynote Presentation:
A hoard of military awards,
jewellery and coins from Colchester
Nina Crummy, Freelance/UoR, & Matt Phelps, UCL
Fig. 9. The Colchester hoard exposed on the surface of its soil
block. Photo: P. Crummy, © Colchester Archaeological Trust

The legionary fortress, created in Colchester in AD 4449, had been transformed into a colony by veterans by c.
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1-8% silver and 1-3% copper. The alloy was to increase
the hardness and the metalwork was of a high quality.
The gold armlet was made from a single piece of wire
with the soldered joint hidden by applied applique.
The wire for the copper-alloy bracelet was hexagonal
in cross-section, probably hammered into shape. The
ball-shaped earrings were possibly made from two
hemispheres joined together. A gold and pearl earring
was made from beaded wire and twisted. The emerald
rings must have been cast and the emeralds were set in
by chiselling a hole and then the gold pushed around
the stone to form a rim. The silver medallion had a
front plate with repousse work and a blank back plate.
It was 92-98% silver with traces of bismuth, lead, gold
and mercury indicating that it was probably fire-gilded
on the front.
An interim report is to be published in the next
Britannia.
Jenny Hall
Session Three – Finds from Roman London
A city of merchant and traders or a city of soldiers?
The 1st century AD military equipment from
Bloomberg London in context
Mike Marshall, MOLA
Fig. 10. A copper alloy seal box found on the foreshore of the
Thames, near Tower Bridge (LON-A5A600).
© Museum of London.

In recent years the role of the Roman army in London
has been hotly debated with new ideas stimulated
by synthetic work on the pre-Boudican city and by
important new discoveries. These include more than
300 items of militaria, mostly from excavations in the
Middle Walbrook valley, with its wealth of waterlogged
deposits, notably those at the recent excavations at
Bloomberg London. The new finds add considerably
to the already impressive corpus of militaria from
London.

supplemented with finds recorded from a larger area to
the east, Roman artefacts total 185.
As the area is relatively unexplored archaeologically
due to the nature of the buildings on the landward side,
the foreshore finds have significant potential to afford
evidence of life on the edge of the Roman town, a topic
explored in this paper. The complete assemblage is
very mixed in date but post-medieval artefacts reflect
activity in the Tower, providing an argument that the
objects have not moved far from their place of origin.

Michael described the extensive range of artefacts
which included weaponry, among which were gladius
fragments and a scabbard band from an Iron Age long
sword, and missiles which include the only example of a
lead sling shot from London. Armour is well represented,
with both cuirass fittings and scale armour; the leather
assemblage included a shield cover. Harness equipment
included distinctive straps with copper- alloy fittings,
of Claudian date and tubular ferrules interspersed
with melon beads. These articulated fragments found
in contexts dating from AD 60-65 appear to represent
localised dumping.

Many of the Roman finds reflect a military presence
in Londinium (for example, a scabbard fragment and
Aucissa brooches), post-Boudican development and
trade, but coins predominate in the assemblage and
this is true also of metal-detected finds in the area. The
nature of deposition – why the objects were on the
foreshore – was also considered. Their presence could be
due to accidental loss, reflecting general activity on the
waterfront and river transport, intentional deposition,
although this would be very difficult to prove, rubbish
disposal, or erosion due to river processes, which
could include washed out burials. Coins could be due
to accidental loss but the histograms reflect periods of
known activity.

Early ditches on the site may be military, and there
is evidence for extensive land raising in the postBoudican period when the Neronian fort was occupied
at Plantation Place to the east. The Bloomberg
excavations have produced a wealth of new evidence
about the military presence in London, evidence which
raises new possibilities and many new questions.

The tears of Heliades;
investigating amber from Roman London
Glynn Davies, Colchester Museum

Roman city limits: finds from the Thames foreshore
at the Tower of London
Ben Paites, PAS Essex

Amber is one of Roman Britain’s more exotic and
expensive imports, sourced in the Baltic and traded
from the workshops of Aquileia in northeast Italy. Trade
to the north-west provinces from the Flavian period
onwards is dominated by beads, with rare finds of
distinctive individually worked objects, such as amulets.

The Thames Discovery Programme has conducted
annual archaeological surveys on the foreshore in front
of the Tower of London, with 26 objects of Roman date
recorded on the PAS database up to 2013 (fig. 10). When
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Session Four – Finds from Rural Southern Britain
Stamped pottery in Roman Britain
Diana Briscoe,
Archive of Roman Pottery Stamps (ARPS)
Diana presented her work on stamped Romano-British
pottery – a category of ceramic that, while less common
than in other periods, is known from many assemblages
of Roman date but which has received little attention
when compared to its Anglo-Saxon and Iron Age
counterparts. Diana’s work is clearly a labour of love,
being derived from her study of the Saxon wares, itself
inherited from her late mother Teresa.
Stamped pottery (e.g. fig. 12) is known from contexts
throughout the Roman period in southern and central
Britain. The presentation began in chronological
fashion. In the early Roman period numerous smallerscale producers are known to have stamped products
among their repertoires: for example, the circles and
rosettes on wares from the London/Essex producers,
and the great variety of motifs represented amongst the
Parisian wares of Lincolnshire and Yorkshire. The far
larger industries of the late Roman period also included
stamped products amongst their outputs – for example,
the Oxfordshire, New Forest and Nene Valley industries
all have stamped wares associated with them during the
4th century.
The largest assemblage known to date is from Barton
Court Farm near Abingdon, Oxon., which contributed
33 vessels to Diana’s database from amongst the c.330kg
of Roman pottery from that site. Therefore, despite
the small amounts of stamped wares known from the
Roman period, Diana succeeded in demonstrating
that a typological approach to the stamps themselves
is capable of yielding interesting results. For example,
among late Roman Oxfordshire products with stamped
decoration it was shown that while similar stamps were
used on different vessels the motifs that they were used
to produce were often unique, and that this could hint
at the production of individually-commissioned vessels
by this industry.

Fig. 11. Roman amber die, excavated from Newgate Street,
London in 1975. © Museum of London.
Despite extensive archaeological interventions in
Roman London, and a comparatively large assemblage
in the context of Roman Britain, amber is still very rare.
The fossilised hardened resin, primarily red in antiquity,
was highly prized in the Roman world, where the main
literary source of information is Pliny the Elder (NH 37).
Amber was said to be protective for babies and children,
hence it amuletic function, and had supposedly curative
properties. Pliny records its very high price and notes
that it was favoured by women.

Overall, Diana showed that the study of decorative
pottery stamps is capable of providing new insights
into pottery distributions and how stylistic motifs were
utilised by producers.

In Roman Britain a large assemblage has been found
in Colchester, mostly beads, but including amulets. In
London, beads are again the most common type of
artefact, with a very rare necklace from the Walbrook
stream, but there are other objects such as a die from
Newgate Street (fig. 11), which is paralleled at Aquileia,
finger rings and several amulets. These include a recent
find from the Walbrook in the form of a gladiator’s
helmet and a fist and phallus amulet from Throgmorton
Street. Some finds show evidence of magical ritual
deposition, notably a foundation deposit from the
Walbrook (WAO06) which included a burnt bone die
and a fragment of burnt amber, suggesting that the
fumes of aromatic burning amber may have been used
in ritual activity. Detailed study of both the form and
context of amber artefacts is a potentially rewarding
study.

Fig. 12. Drawing of a stamped pottery motif.
Embedded magic: The sensory experience of cursing
at the Temple of Sulis Minerva at Bath
Stuart McKie, PhD Student, Open University

Angela Wardle

Stuart’s talk followed on nicely from the earlier talk by
Glynn Davis, which also dealt with the subject of magic,
though in the context of amber artefacts. Stuart’s paper
came at the subject from a different angle: that of the
ritual acts embodied by curse tablets (fig. 13).
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(depicting the spearing of a boar) can be found in images
on a mosaic found at Merida, and similar parallels have
been found for the vessels displaying Bacchic imagery;
this is an interesting example of stylistic links between
craftspeople working in very different media.
Production itself was also the subject of enquiry, with
discussion of the Bacchic plates again taking centrestage. While signed by the same workshop, the different
Bacchic vessels were shown to each have distinct artistic
qualities which suggest that they were made by different
individuals within that one workshop.
Finally, Richard presented the argument that the vessels
actually served practical functions as tableware, based
on parallels found in artistic depictions of late Roman
dining. It was hypothesised that some were used for
service at the table, while others may have been used
for hand-washing and other ancillary functions.

Fig. 13. Curse tablet from Bath (Tab. Sulis 8) with a nail
hole. Photograph by Stuart McKie.
Stuart’s approach, based on his recently-completed PhD
research, was to focus on cursing as an act taking place
within a particular social context, rather than on the
finds of the tablets as stand-along textual sources. This
was achieved through a contextual study based on the
finds from the Temple of Sulis Minerva at Bath, most of
which date to the 2nd to 4th centuries AD. In addition
to the contextual approach the paper was clearly
informed by a great body of theory, with concepts
such as practice, corporeality, and phenomenology all
receiving explicit attention. This was very much to its
benefit in doing justice to such fertile subject-matter.
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The ‘practice’ component to Stuart’s study involved
constructing an operational sequence out of the
acts associated with cursing: material acquisition is
succeeded by the writing of the curse, the manipulation
and/or mutilation of the tablet, praying, and then
finally deposition. The combination of this framework
with elements of the theoretical background allowed
interesting observations to be made. For example, the
fact that no two curses have been found to contain the
same handwriting is used to suggest that the experience
of writing a curse was a novelty for the dedicator
rather than something that was done routinely, thus
enhancing the significance of cursing for the individuals
undertaking the act. Similarly, the construction of
a wall around the ritual pool in which curses were
deposited, during Period 2 of the Bath complex, was
said to signify a changed experience of cursing through
time. During Period 2 and after, the area for the ritual
act was separate from those used for bathing and other
activities, thus changing the social context of cursing
and the conceptual nature of the different spaces.

Fig. 14. Silver flanged bowl
in the Mildenhall treasure (cat. 9).

New insights into the Mildenhall treasure
Richard Hobbs, The British Museum

Objects and their place in ritual
performances at Nornour in the Isles of Scilly
Sian Thomas, PhD Student, Cardiff University

2016 marked the 70th anniversary of the acquisition
of the Mildenhall Treasure by the British Museum
following its discovery in Norfolk sometime during the
early 1940s. Since that time many new insights have
been made into the large assemblage of 4th century
silver vessels and utensils (fig. 14), and Richard here
presented some of his most recent observations and
ideas on the treasure in advance of his most recent
major publication on the subject (Hobbs 2016).

A large assemblage of Roman and earlier objects have
been found on the Scilly Isles, and all of these time
periods are represented at the site of Nornour, revealed
by a storm during the 1960s and excavated over the
course of the following two decades. Sian’s talk detailed
her progress in undertaking a systematic evaluation
of the finds assemblage from Nornour as part of her
doctoral research.

Observations were made on three themes. Style and
typology were the first to be investigated. Parallels for
the central medallion of the Mildenhall flanged bowl

The finds from Nornour are of wide variety and character,
and in general have assisted in the interpretation of the
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site along the lines of ritual during the Roman period.
Miniature ceramic vessels and pipeclay figurines are
both object types with demonstrable significance in
ritual contexts – miniature vessels are paralleled at,
for example, Uley temple in Gloucestershire, while
the figurines (of which six were reported, including the
relatively common Venus and Dea Nutrix varieties) are
generally thought to have been of religious significance,
and at Nornour were found to have been damaged by
heat in their post-breakage state.

part of his active demonstration, Peter charted the
chronological development of Roman roof tile design
across the province and noted how changes in this
industry were initially slow before a swift transformation
around AD 250 saw new production methods take hold
that encouraged the development of new types and
incorporated stylistic adaptations. As well as showcasing
some of these various types, Peter also made the
interesting point that different production methods
and processes were used in the urban and rural settings.

Some categories of finds were also found to demonstrate
clear links with the mainland. Many of the pots found at
Nornour were found to have been made in the gabbroic
fabric known to derive from the Lizard peninsula in
Cornwall, while Sian’s analysis of the coin-loss pattern
for the site showed that deposition was also akin to
that known in Cornwall, and possibly represented
transactions with the supernatural within the ritualised
context of the Nornour sanctuary. In fact, relations with
the mainland were found to loom large in the artefact
assemblage.

Next up was Victoria Keitel’s (University of Reading)
examination of the small finds from the 1st to 5th
century villa at Rockbourne, Hampshire. Rockbourne
villa was first discovered in 1942 when oyster shells
and tiles were discovered by a farmer as he tried to dig
out a ferret from a rabbit hole, and from here further
excavations were carried out by the estate-agent and
antiquarian Morley Hewitt in the 1960s. The finds from
the site are numerous, with the best including a jet
pendant paralleled by one at South Shields (fig. 15), a
hoard of c.3000 coins, and a now lost but beautifully
enamelled strigil. Assessing the array of finds from
the site, Victoria’s work is not only identifying what
industries helped to sustain life at the villa but is also
offering an insight into the status of the people who
lived and worked there.

The highest incidence of horseshoe brooches in Britain
was used to argue for the significance of travellers
at Nornour, with the possibility being mooted that
deposits of these were also the result of votive acts for
safe passage across the sea. Low numbers of imported
objects of a non-votive nature were taken to suggest
that traffic was not of a commercial nature, and that
ships made their way to the Scilly Isles with the specific
intention of bringing visitors to the shrine at Nornour.
Some final notes were made regarding the hypothetical
significance of Nornour and the Scilly Isles as
destinations for pilgrims. As a final outpost at the
boundary between the known world and the ocean,
the Scilly Isles would have occupied a liminal space
between the known and the unknown. This, along with
the ritualised nature of water and the isolation of the
place, is thought to have contributed to a perception of
the Scilly Isles as a mystical location that was apparently
of great significance to those few people who were
willing and able to make the journey there.
Adam Sutton

Fig. 15. The jet pendant from Rockbourne Villa, Hampshire
Drawing by V. Keitel.

Session Five - Small Finds, Short Papers
This session saw five shorter ten minute presentations
covering a range of topics. Opening the session was
Rachel Cubitt’s (MOLA) paper that discussed the
symbolism and survival of spoons that started by
showcasing a new lead-alloy spoon fragment from the
banks of the River Thames at Sugar Quay, decorated
with a bird perched on top of a cantharus and boarder
consisting of pellets. From here Rachel then discussed
the 24 other spoons from London identified from
excavations and private collections, highlighting the
various different types (e.g. round, pear, almond),
their decoration (e.g. flowers, rosettes, fish) and their
distribution on the east river bank in the 1st and 2nd
centuries. A closer look at the composition of the metals
suggests that some of these spoons might have come
from the same workshop.

The fourth paper of the session was by Philip Smither
(University of Kent) on Romano-British weighing
instruments. After highlighting the lack of work
hitherto carried out on this topic, Philip dove into a
typological and distributional analysis of all of the
481 weighing-related finds known from the province
to date. The three types of weighing instruments in
Britain include steelyards, equal-balances and dualbalances, all of which vary in appearance and design,
many with Gaulish and Germanic affiliations. These
Roman imports are found on all types of site in Britain
and were mainly used in the 1st and 2nd centuries for
butchery, metalworking and dyeing fabrics. Further
details about Philip’s work can be found in Lucerna 50
(2016, 24-5) and his newly released Roman Finds Group
Datasheet.

The second talk concerned the evolution of roof tile
technology in southern Britain in which the presenter,
Peter Warry (Independent Researcher), showed the
audience exactly what it took to make a roof tile. As

The final paper of the session given by Edwin Wood
(PAS Sussex) considered the Portable Antiquities
Scheme finds from Roman London with an emphasis
on the Swan Lane assemblage. This diverse assemblage
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covers the entire Roman occupation of the city.
Interesting finds here include over 1500 pieces of
high and low quality ceramics from Gaul and the
Rhineland as well as range of small finds; from a
miniature pipeclay figurine possibly depicting Cupid,
to hairpins, intaglios and coins. This material, likely the
result of Victorian dumping on the foreshore as part of
basement excavations, contributes greatly towards an
array of ongoing research looking at how the Thames
influenced the development of this area during the
Roman period and beyond.

in with the wider context of the site; whilst for the
specialist reader, a typologically aware catalogue,
providing contextual information, such as fill numbers,
is required. Illustrations should be judiciously selected
but providing illustrations of unknown objects is helpful
as other specialists might be able to identify the object
from the drawing.
Money matters, and in the commercial sector – time is
money. Amongst other things, Dr. Cool underscored the
benefits of an efficient data recording and management
process in order to free up more time for analysis: for
finds specialists this should take the form of relational
databases that can be used to quickly cross-reference
different objects, sites, and dates.

Matthew Fittock
Closing Talk:
Approaches to writing finds reports;
notes from Dr Cool’s casebook
Dr. Hilary Cool, Barbican Research Associates

In the latter part of Dr. Cool’s talk, the speaker turned
to the significance of statistical analysis, as she urged
finds specialists not to shy away from techniques such
as correspondence analysis. Using Mackreth (2011) as
a case study, Dr. Cool demonstrated how high quality
finds data, well catalogued, can be used to great effect;
in this case, the uptake and abandonment of brooches
across different regions of Britain using distribution
curves to model loss. In closing, Dr. Cool underlined
the singular significance of material culture data for its
ability to reach the parts of the past that other material
cannot.

The closing talk was given by Dr. Hilary Cool, who,
with some forty years of experience, reflected on the
trials and tribulations of working with specialist reports,
and provided a useful guide for those with commercial
aspirations of their own. Dr. Cool outlined the varied
requirements of different finds reports, large and small,
and elaborated on how to tailor reports to different
clients.
A good finds report should contain accurate and
detailed catalogue entries that can be referred to at
any time in the future, even when the wider analysis
becomes outdated. A general overview, requiring
detailed information about the site and its phasing, is
necessary for non-specialists, and to tie the material
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Recent Publications

wider interest in the economy and changing lifestyles
of this formative period.

The Small Finds and Vessel Glass from Insula VI.1
Pompeii: Excavations 1995-2006
H.E.M. Cool, Archaeopress Roman Archaeology 17,
Oxford, 2016, ISBN 978-1-784914-52-3. £50 (fig. 16).

This book is half of the full publication. The detailed
catalogues, site information and the account of the
excavation of the insula in the eighteenth century are
freely available on the Archaeological Data Service.
DOI 10.5284/1039937

Available from http://www.archaeopress.com/
ArchaeopressShop.

For more information about the project visit http://
www.pompeivi1.com/.

The excavations in Insula VI.1 produced a very large
assemblage of material. Over 5000 items are considered
dating from the second century BC to the final years of
Pompeii’s existence before the city was destroyed in AD
79. The book has detailed typological discussion of the
objects, considerations of their dating, and explorations
of what this is telling us about the life within the
different parts of the insula over the centuries. Of
particular interest is the evidence for the changing
religious practices attested at the neighbourhood shrine
associated with a public well.

Silchester: Changing Visions of a Roman Town:
Integrating geophysics and archaeology: the results
of the Silchester mapping project 2005-10
J. Creighton with R. Fry, Roman Society Britannia
Monograph 28, London, 2016, ISBN 978-0-907764-427. £55.
This volume draws together for the first time all
the fieldwork known to have taken place from the
earliest located trenches in the 1720’s up until the
modern campaigns of Fulford. It integrates this work
with a new geophysical survey of 217ha to provide a
new overarching narrative for the town. The volume
starts with a historiography of work on the city from
earliest antiquarian investigations. This sense of
changing interpretations of the site permeates all
the later discussion, showing how new discoveries
have transformed understandings. The core of the
volume contains the empirical data, mapping the past
excavations alongside evidence from aerial photography,
fieldwalking, LiDAR and geophysics. The final sections
provide essays in interpretation, with thematic reviews
of: the defences; the development of the oppidum; the
military connection; the mortuary landscape; trade and
industry; and public entertainment. Finally, a narrative
overview examines how the town’s remains have been
interpreted within an historical setting.

The patterns within the data allow the changes in what
people chose to use over the important late Republican
and early Imperial period to be tracked. The growth
in the absolute amount consumed, as well as an ever
widening range of specialist products, is demonstrated.
There is a considerable amount of data relating to the
Augustan consumer boom, and there is also evidence
for other major changes taking place in the last decade
or so of the town’s life. Topics considered include the
nature of textile working, the rise in the use of perfumes,
and the growth of leisure activities. The assemblage
is particularly useful for exploring the growth of glass
vessel use, and the impact of the arrival of blown
vessels. The finds from this insula have a relevance that
goes far beyond this small Roman town. The book will
be of interest both to finds specialists and those with a

Proceedings of the XVIIth International Congress on
Ancient Bronzes, Izmir
A. Giumlia-Mair & C. C. Mattusch, Monographies
Instrumentum 52, Autun, Éditions Mergoil, 2016. ISBN
978-2-355180-59-0 €55.00.
The XVIIth International Congress on Ancient Bronzes
was held at the Sabanci Cultural Center and Dokuz
Eylül University in Izmir in May 2011 and focussed
on the general subject of bronzes from the eastern
Mediterranean. The 29 papers published here represent
the material that was presented at this event, grouped
into four categories: vessel attachments, and lamps;
adornments, harness, furniture, military and naval
effects; statuettes and other images; and large-scale
statuary. For further information contact contact@
editions-mergoil.com or visit www.editions-mergoil.
com.
The Oxford Handbook of Roman Britain
Eds. Martin Millett, Louise Revell & Alison Moore,
Oxford University Press, ISBN 978-0-199697-73-1,
£110.
Roman Britain is a critical area of research within the
provinces of the Roman empire. It has formed the
context for many of the seminal publications on the
nature of imperialism and cultural change. Roman rule

Fig. 16. Cover of The SmallFinds and Vessel Glass from
Insula VI.I Pompeii: Excavations 1995-2006.
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had a profound impact on the culture of Iron Age Britain,
with new forms of material culture, and new forms of
knowledge. On the other hand, there is evidence that
such impacts were not uniform, leading to questions of
resistance and continuity of pre-existing cultural forms.
Within the last 15-20 years, the study of Roman Britain
has been transformed through an enormous amount
of new and interesting work which is not reflected in
the main stream literature. The new archaeological
work by a young generation has moved away from the
narrative historical approach towards one much more
closely focused on the interpretation of material. It has
produced new interpretations of the material and a new
light on the archaeology of the province, grounded in
a close reading of the material evidence as collected
by previous scholars and exploiting the rich library of
publications on Romano-British studies. For the first
time, this volume draws together the various scholars
working on new approaches to Roman Britain to
produce a comprehensive study of the present state and
future trajectory of the subject. Arranged thematically
and focussed primarily on the archaeological evidence,
the volume challenges more traditional narrative
approaches and explores new theoretical perspectives
in order to better understand the archaeology of the
province and its place within the wider context of the
Roman Empire.
Fig. 17. Cover of The Mildenhall Treasure: Late Roman
Silver Plate from East Anglia.

Book Review

it was finally deposited in the ground.

catalogue numbers to each of the 28 pieces (as opposed
to the 34 registration numbers that were originally
given to the pieces irrespective of whether they were
whole objects or composite parts), with a useful list of
all the previous inventories and a broader contextual
discussion of each type represented. Tomlin’s study
of graffiti and inscriptions in Chapter 12 is a welcome
element, as is Lang and Hugh’s technical discussion
about metal composition, construction and assembly
that makes up Chapter 13. The following four chapters
sees the emphasis shift to a discussion of the treasure as a
whole, covering aspects like its relation to other Roman
silver hoards in Britain and the empire (Chapter 14), the
production, circulation and date of silver plate (Chapter
15), how and by whom it was used (Chapter 16), and how
and why this precious metal hoard was buried (Chapter
17): secretly for safekeeping in a specially dug pit in
the late 4th or early 5th century is given as the most
likely scenario. Chapter 18 presents the conclusions
and offers possible directions for future work on the
subject, with better interpretations of pedestalled plates,
determining if and how other ‘official’ dining collections
were planned and assembled as sets, and analysing the
practical and social dynamics of silver plate production
and use all potential options.

To do this the book is broadly divided into four sections
(consisting of eighteen chapters): an introduction;
a catalogue; a discussion of the treasure in its wider
context; and, finally, a summary and conclusion.
Chapter 1 - the introduction - sets out the book’s
structure before detailing when and how the treasure
was discovered and its subsequent journey to the British
Museum, while Chapters 2 to 11 form an extensive
catalogue. Here, each object, from the Bacchic platter
(cat. 1) to each of the long-handled spoons (cats 21-8),
is discussed in turn with consideration given to their
size, form, decoration, production, function, parallels
and dating. Significantly, this includes attributing new

Despite being a richly detailed text, the volume is
easy to navigate with clear thematic chapters that are
all readable as stand-alone sections, and sub-sections
dividing these into easily digestible parts - the repetition
of sub-sections in the catalogue is especially useful for
comparative purposes. The 418 plates are plentiful, with
images and drawings of the collection and its parallels
alongside the occasional distribution map; images of
the Mildenhall treasure itself are in black and white
(no doubt for clarity) while parallels are often in colour
– but some of the latter could appear a little larger at
times to see details more clearly. The many tables (32)
are equally useful when discussing the treasure’s context

The Mildenhall Treasure:
Late Roman Silver Plate from East Anglia
R.. Hobbs, with contributions by J. Lang, M.J. Hughes,
R. Tomlin and J. Plouviez. British Museum Research
Publication 200. The British Museum Press, London,
2016. Pp. 318, 418 pls. £40. ISBN 978-0-86159-200-5
(fig. 17).
This new volume - the 200th British Museum Research
Publication - presents the highly anticipated reappraisal
of the Mildenhall Treasure - a collection of 28 ornately
decorated pieces of late Roman silver plate. After its
fortuitous discovery by ploughman Gordon Butcher in
1942 or 1943 near West Row – a small village close to
Mildenhall, Suffolk – this unique collection of dining
ware was acquired by the British Museum in 1946. It
has been on all but permanent display since, attracting
the admiration of museum goers and scholars alike.
Hobbs’ new and detailed account tackles this subject
matter with fresh vigour, the aim of which is not just
to explore the complex messages and meanings of the
images depicted on the objects, but also to look at how,
when and why the collection was made and used before
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and dating, not to mention the long list of comparanda
at the end, as is the clear agenda pointing the way to
future studies.

Archaeology in and around Berkshire
4th March 2017
The Cornerstone, Norrey’s Avenue, Wokingham

As the author emphasises ‘The Mildenhall treasure is
indisputably one of the most significant survivals of
material culture from the ancient world’ (p. 296) and a
collection that is evidently deserving of great attention.
This is no doubt a fine example of how to do this, showing
what a thorough archaeological re-examination of a
well-known museum collection can achieve given the
right time, collaboration and resources.

The Berkshire Archaeology Society is putting on a
multi-period programme at its annual conference on
Saturday 4 March 2017. Professor Fulford will talk about
his excavation of Insula III, Silchester, followed by Dr
Steve Ford telling of his Iron Age and Roman discoveries
in Berkshire. Then we move to an 18th century site, at
Maidenhead Congregational Church, where Dr Helen
Vernon of MOLA excavated 60 people buried in the
first half of the 19th century who have been identified
by their coffin plates and burial records, many of whom
had lived through the tumultuous Napoleonic wars
and the aftermath. The ‘Round Mounds Project’, run
by Dr Jim Leary of The University of Reading, which
seeks to unlock monumental mounds in England from
Neolithic round mounds to Medieval castle mottes
will be discussed. Janette Platt of MOLA will also
present the results of an archaeological assessment of
the mineral producing areas of east Berkshire, which
show settlement, ritual and industrial sites through all
chronological periods.

Matthew Fittock

Conferences and Events
Revealing Verulamium: Community Heritage,
Geophysics and the Archaeology of a Roman Town
14th February 2017
Society of Antiquaries of London, Burlington House
Public lecture by Dr Kris Lockyear, FSA, and Dr
Ellen Shlasko. This lecture is based on the ongoing
archaeological project ‘Sensing the Iron Age and Roman
Past: Geophysics and the Landscape of Hertfordshire’.

All are welcome. There is no advance booking. The
conference fee is £10, payable at the door. Bring a
packed lunch or eat in Wokingham.

This project was funded by the Arts and Humanities
Research Council and run by Kris Lockyear, Senior
Lecturer at the Institute of Archaeology, UCL. It began
in 2013 and its aim was to conduct archaeological
magnetometry survey on a number of Late Iron Age
and Roman sites throughout Hertfordshire. A range of
sites were surveyed — from small farmsteads such as
the one at Broom Hall Farm to the city of Verulamium
(modern St. Albans). Since the end of the funding,
however, the group has continued to grow and prosper,
and has extended the range of sites it has surveyed and
even crossed the border into neighbouring counties.
The group, now called the Community Archaeology
Geophysics Group (CAGG) continues to use the
magnetometer bought for it by the AHRC and UCL,
and now has access, thanks to SEAHA, to a Ground
Penetrating Radar. A number of the collaborating
groups have resistance meters, and CAGG also have
access to an advanced model RM85 from Geoscan
Research.

For further information, please email tacoombs1@
gmail.com.
An Introduction to Archaeological Illustration
4th - 5th March 2017, 9.30am – 4pm each day
Roman Vindolanda – Hedley Centre
This weekend workshop covers aspects and techniques
of archaeological illustration under the personal tuition
of Mark Hoyle BA(hon);P.G.C.E.;MAAIS; MIfA.
The course will look at general techniques and methods
of accurately recording small finds including pottery
illustration, metal objects, bone, and leatherwork.
There will be a selection of objects from the excavations
at Vindolanda to handle and draw over the duration of
the course. An archaeological drawing starter pack to
use and keep will be provided.
Each booking will receive a voucher for a future visit
to the award winning Roman Army Museum. Costs
include morning and afternoon refreshments and a
voucher for lunch in the Museum Café.

This project is a collaboration between the Institute
of Archaeology, UCL and a number of local heritage
groups,
including
the Welwyn Archaeological
Society, the North Herts Archaeological Society, the
East Herts Archaeological Society, the St. Albans
and Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological
Society, the Berkhamstead and District Archaeological
Society, the West Essex Archaeological Group, the
Welwyn Hatfield Museum Service, the St. Albans
Museum Service, the St. Albans District Council, the
Hertfordshire Historical Environment Department,
the Wheathampstead Historical Society, the Welwyn
Hatfield Young Archaeologists Club and the St. Albans
Young Archaeologists Club.

12 places available: Cost £100 per person.
Please contact barbarabirley@vindolanda.com to book
your place. (A limited amount of well-appointed ensuite single or double B/B accommodation is available
on site – please contact 01434344277 for details).
TRAC 2017
28th - 31st March
Calman Learning Centre, University Science Site,
Durham University, Durham

For further information, or to reserve a place, please
visit https://www.sal.org.uk/events/2017/02/revealingverulamium/#sthash.ybgjdiOk.dpuf.

Durham University is hosting the Theoretical Roman
Archaeology Conference (TRAC) 2017, one of the
biggest gathering of Roman archaeologists and
classical scholars in the world. Interdisciplinary and
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international, Durham TRAC will be bringing together
academics to discuss all aspects of the Roman Empire
(and beyond).

Départemental des Bouches-du-Rhône and the
LabEx Archimède – ASM « Archéologie des Sociétés
Méditerranéennes » UMR 5140 (Univ Montpellier 3,
CNRS, MCC) Montpellier, in partnership whit the
UMR 7299 « Centre Camille Jullian » (Aix Marseille
Univ, CNRS, Minist Culture & Com, CCJ) Aix-enProvence, the CREA-Patrimoine of the « Université
Libre de Bruxelles », the « Maison de l’Orient et de la
Méditerranée » (Université de Lyon 2, CNRS) et the
LAMOP (Laboratoire Médiévistique Occidentale de
Paris, UMR 8589, Univ Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne/
CNRS).

Supported by the Departments of Archaeology and
Classics at Durham and UNESCO, TRAC will be
opened by the Vice Chancellor of The University,
Professor Stuart Corbridge with the opening keynote
lecture being delivered by Dr Hella Eckardt of Reading
University.
Further information regarding TRAC can be found on
the website, along with the published list of sessions,
and papers (as and when they are confirmed) at http://
trac.org.uk/. For any enquiries with regards to online
bookings please contact Event Durham on 0191 334
3904 or email conferenceadministation.service@
durham.ac.uk

The theme will be modes of transport in Antiquity
et the Middle Ages and will focus in particular on
the equipment and maintenance of land, river and
sea vehicles. Four multi-period sessions are open: 1)
land vehicles drawn by animals (waggons, chariots,
carriages); 2) river transport vehicles (boats, canoes and
their methods of traction or propulsion); 3) sea going
vessels; 4) and, although not strictly adhering to the
definition of vehicles, mounted horses.

Hadrian’s Cavalry Exhibition
April to September 2017
Various sites along Hadrian’s Wall

Papers and posters will be presented on subjects such
as objects, studies of transport across a site or region,
restorations and experimental results, documentary
studies, etc. They will include the component parts of
vehicles (metal, wood, leather, basketry), the elements
relating to their motion or operation (traction,
propulsion, steering), accessories, trimmings and
ornaments. Vehicles from occupation sites, maritime
or road networks, craft-working sites, wrecks, graves,
ports, etc. will be presented. The final program, the
registration form for the conference and all information
relating to the running of the event will be published in
February 2017.

Hadrian’s Cavalry Exhibition is a dispersed exhibition
taking in 10 of the Museums along Hadrian’s Wall that
will bring national, international and private collection
loans together for the first time. The exhibition aims
to tell the tale of Roman cavalry regiments and their
key role in securing the Empire’s frontiers, exhibiting a
range of finely decorated objects.
For further information and to sign-up to the mailing
list, please visit http://hadrianswallcountry.co.uk/
events/hadrians-cavalry-2017.
Instrumentum International Meetings:
Vehicles in Antiquity and Middle Ages
13th - 16th June 2017
Arles (F, Bouches-du-Rhône)

For updates visit http://www.instrumentum-europe.
org/1.html.

The next Instrumentum Meeting will be in Arles, at
the Museum of Antiquity, co-organised by the Conseil
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